The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
Newton Theological College

The formation and training of men for priestly ministry in the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea is carried out at Newton Theological College just outside Popondetta in Oro Province.  It is the only seminary for the Province’s five dioceses.  It is a residential College, offering a four-year programme of study leading to either a Certificate or a Diploma in Theology.  Entry is every alternate year.  The academic year consists of two semesters of two terms each and commences in late January every year. 
Courses

1.  The Certificate in Theology
After an introductory year of studies, the three-year Certificate course aims to equip students with sufficient biblical, theological and pastoral knowledge and skills to undertake a priestly ministry within Papua New Guinea.  The award of a Certificate attests that the holder has achieved at least the minimum levels of performance in the several fields of study to undertake such ministry.  All subjects in the curriculum must be undertaken and satisfactorily completed.  Assessment is variously by class participation, the maintenance of a workbook, a written (500 words) or oral assignment and written examination.  In the final year, a comprehensive examination must be taken and passed.

2.  The Diploma in Theology

The aim of this course is the same as for the Certificate, but, in addition, it seeks to identify students capable of tertiary study and to prepare them for it.  The Diploma course is accredited by the Melanesian Association of Theological Schools (MATS) and is recognized by MATS theological schools for entry to their degree courses.  Diploma students are expected to work at a higher level and to handle a greater volume of work than Certificate students.  Over and above the requirements for the Certificate programme, in biblical and theological subjects C+ or better must be obtained, and, in certain of these subjects, an additional assignment must be satisfactorily completed.  In the first year of the Diploma course it is desirable that a biblical language, at least at the basic level, be satisfactorily completed.  In the second year of the course, an Advanced English programme must be satisfactorily completed.  Following this, a major paper of around 3000 words must be written on an approved theological or biblical subject under a supervisor and assessed as satisfactory.  All this means that, in addition to a grounding in biblical, theological and pastoral studies, Diploma students need sufficient competence in English to be able to read with good comprehension standard theological text-books, and to write an essay in which they respond to a contention and defend a point of view.    

3.  Other programmes

As well as providing a programme of priestly formation for up to thirty students, the College also provides a women’s programme for the wives of students, and occasional in-service programmes for the clergy of the Province.

Student Numbers

At present there are twenty-one students, 12 in Year 1 and 9 in Year 3.

Teaching Staff

The academic staff at present consists of a Principal and three other staff members (normally six in total).  In addition, a wife of a priest member of staff is Co-ordinator of the Women’s Programme.

History

The College is named after Bishop Henry Newton who, after his retirement as third Bishop of New Guinea in 1936, retired to Dogura and there began training ordinands full time.  This was the beginning of regular formation for priests, but Bishop Newton’s work was interrupted by the Second World War.  However, a Theological College was established in 1952 at Dogura.  As the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea prepared to move towards its establishment as an independent province, it was decided to move Newton College to a more central location.  In 1976 land was cleared at Jonita near Popondetta and the building of the College’s present campus was begun.  For several years the College used buildings at St Francis’ College at nearby Haruro as well as at Jonita.  Not until 1981 was the College able to be all together on its present site.

Constitution

The College is a Provincial Institution, constituted by Canon.  It is governed by a Council which is responsible to the Provincial Council.  It consists of the Archbishop of Papua New Guinea who is also its chairman, all the diocesan bishops, the principal of the College, and two priests and two lay people elected by Provincial Council.

Campus Description

Today the College has a fine chapel dedicated to St Athanasius (as was the chapel at Dogura), a library, a hall, an administration block, class rooms, 6 staff residences, a single men’s block with 13 study-bedrooms, 17 houses for married students, a pre-school, as well as a workshop, garages and other ancillary buildings.  These stand in a park-like setting of lawns and trees.  The College has its own electricity and water supplies and ample land for gardens which are worked by the students to supply their basic food needs.

College Traditions

The life of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea has been, and continues to be, shaped by the Anglo-Catholic tradition.  This is true, too, of Newton College.  The College inculcates a love of Catholic faith and order, of the Church and its sacraments, of liturgical worship and disciplined spirituality, of sound scholarship, and of generous service to those in need.  The sources for its life, worship and study are the traditional ones of Scripture, tradition and reason.  At the same time, the College seeks to develop true and appropriate Melanesian ways of expressing Catholic faith.

For further information visit the college web site:  http://www.newtoncollege-png.org/index.htm
Contact Details

Enquirers in the UK should contact:

Papua New Guinea Church Partnership (Gen Secretary: Mrs Chris Luxton)

Tel: 020 7937 5794 Fax: 020 7937 4159 e-mail: pngcpluxton@aol.com.

Enquirers in Australia should contact:

Anglican Board of Mission-Australia (National Director: Mrs. Linda Kurti)
91 Bathurst Street

Sydney 2000

Tel: 612 9264 1021 Fax: 612 9261 3560 e-mail: info@abm.asn.au
Enquirers in New Zealand should contact:

Anglican Missions Board of Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia (Exec Officer:  Rev. Robert Kereopa )

PO Box 20-012

Thorndon

Wellington

Tel: 644 473 5172 Fax: 644 499 5533 e-mail: missions@attglobal.net
RAJ 03/02 – contact details updated July 07

